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Curriculum V'itae

Stanford University erduncan@stanford.edu
McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society emmaruthduncan.com
559 Nathan Abbott Way Crown Building, 3rd Floor

Stanford, CA 94305 971-645-6199

Areas of Specialization: Ethics (Normative and Applied), Moral Psychology
Areas of Competence: Technology Ethics (including Al ethics), Biomedical Ethics, Design Ethics

Academic Appointments

Postdoctoral Fellow Sept 2024-Present
McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society, Stanford University
Hasso Plattner Institute of Design, Stanford University

Lecturer

Hope House Scholars Program, Stanford University April-June 2025

Associate Instructor

University of California, San Diego Aug 2020-June 2024

Adjunct Instructor

San Diego Community College Oct-Dec 2022
Education

Ph.D. Philosophy
UC San Diego, San Diego, CA 2023

Dissertation: “Who Do You Think You Are?” How Relationships Shape the Ethics of Influence
Committee: Dana Nelkin (chair), David Brink, Craig McKenzie, Manuel Vargas, Monique Wonderly

M.A. Philosophy
Nortthern Illinois University, Dekalb, 1L 2015

B.A. Philosophy, B.A. Graphic Design
Portland State University, Portland, OR 2010

Publications
(Peer reviewed)

“Mind Your Own Business!” Relationships and Standing to Give Reasons” (forthcoming) in European Journal
of Philosophy.

“I Thought We Were Friends!” Friendship and the Normativity of Influence,” Journal of Ethics and Social
Philosophy. 29 (2024): 440.



“The Normative Burdens of Trust,” Oxford Studies in Normative Ethics, vol. 12 (2022): 149-169.

“Trolleys and Transplants: Derailing the Distinction Between Doing and Allowing,” De Ethica. 2, no. 2
(2015): 9-18.

(Invited)

“Trust in Personal Relationships,” (forthcoming) in S. Stroud and M. Betzler (eds.) Oxford Handbook of the
Philosophy of Personal Relationships.

Work in Progress

“The Trouble with Trusting Trustworthy Relational AI”

Selected Instructional Materials

“The Moral V alues Deck”

A deck of nine cards, each of which contains a definition, related moral considerations, and guide questions
about a particular moral value. Used to scaffold ethical reflection and impact assessment for designs,
technologies, and policies.

“Moral V alues Map”

Visual guide to interrelationships between common moral values. Includes questions to guide moral
reflection and assess the ethical impact of design projects, technologies, and policies.

“Valnes Impact Assessment Tool”

A resource to assist design students in developing ethics statements for project proposals.

Awards
Graduate Student Essay of the Year, UC San Diego Philosophy Department 2023
Teaching Assistant of the Year, UC San Diego Philosophy Department 2020
Winner, Rafalson Essay Contest, Northern Illinois University Graduate Philosophy Program 2014

Teaching Experience
Instructor of Record

Trust Issues: The Nature and Ethics of Trust (2025, Hope House Scholars, Stanford University)
Philosophy of Emotion (2023, UC San Diego)

Introduction to Ethics (2023, UC San Diego)

Introduction to Philosophy: Reality and Knowledge (2022, San Diego City College)
Introduction to Biomedical Ethics (2022, 2020, UC San Diego)

Technology and Human Values (2021, UC San Diego)

Ethics and Society I (2021, UC San Diego)

Topics in Bioethics: “Trust in Biomedical Ethics” (2020, UC San Diego)

Co-instructor, UC San Diego Extension Academic Connections (“Bugs or Features? Exploring Cognitive
Biases, Fallacies, and Heuristics™) (2018)



Guest Lecturer

Ethics 101 for Instructors Workshop, Hasso Plattner Institute of Design, Stanford University 2026

“Should We Trust Relational AI?” Data Science in Computational Experience, UC Santa Cruz 2025

Interdisciplinary Ethics Instruction, Hasso Plattner Institute of Design, Stanford University
(Sept 2024-Present)

“Ethics 101 for Instructors, Workshop”

“Anatomy of Trust,” “Community Engagement Principles”
Operations, Information, and Technology 333/334: Design for Extreme Affordability

“Where Do I Stand?,” “Speaking of Values...”
Design 1: Introduction to Design

“Reflective Project Assessment,” “Applying Moral Theories: Pinto Choose Your Own Adventure”
Design 101: History and Ethics of Design

“Navigating Value Tradeoffs”
Design 121: Introduction to Human Values in Design

““What Could Happen?” Assessing Values Impacts”
Design 301: Foundations in Design (MS)

“Mapping Our Values”
Design 360R: Advanced Reflective Practice (MS)

“Exercises in Moral Reflection,” “What We Lost,” “Future Fixes,” “Narrative Values Analysis”
Design 361 A,B,C: Capstone (MS)

Primary Instructor

Warren College Writing Program, UC San Diego (2016-2018)
Teaching Assistant (UC San Diego)

Data Ethics (2022)

Ethics and Society 1 (2022, 2021, 2017)

Introduction to Logic (2020)

Culture & Society/International Perspectives (Mexican Philosophy) (2019, 2018)
Philosophy Between Reason and Despair (2019)

Mexican Philosophy (2019)

Introduction to Philosophy: Knowledge and its Limits (20106)

Ethics and Society 11 (2016)

Biomedical Ethics (2015)

Presentations

“Trust Issues: The Risks of Misplaced Trust in Relational AI” 2025
* McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society Postdoctoral Fellows” Workshop, Stanford University

“Mind Your Own Business!” Relationships and Standing to Give Reasons” 2024
* Political Theory Workshop, Stanford University (invited)



“Depersonalizing Trust: A Challenge for Commitment Views” 2022
- Workshop on Agency, Values, Etc., UC San Diego
- UC San Diego Summer Program for the Advancement of Women in Philosophy

“The Normative Burdens of Trust” 2021
- Arizona Workshop in Normative Ethics, University of Arizona

“A Relationship-Based Account of the Wrongness of Manipulation” 2019
- Agency and Responsibility Group, UC San Diego

“Manufacturing Preference: Why Some Nudges Are Impermissible” 2015
- UC San Diego Summer Program for the Advancement of Women in Philosophy

“Trolleys and Transplants: Derailing the Distinction Between Doing and Allowing” 2013-14
- University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Annual Graduate Philosophy Conference

- Intermountain West Student Philosophy Conference, University of Utah

Academic Service

Discussant, Political Theory Workshop, Stanford University 2025
Coordinating Panelist, Ethics and Society Review, Stanford University 2025
Lecturer, Hope House Scholars Program, Stanford University 2025
Discussant, Political Theory Workshop, Stanford University 2025
Second Reader, Ethics in Society Undergraduate Honors Program, Stanford University 2025
Commentator, Athena in Action, Rutgers University 2022
Commentator, Workshop on Agency, Value, Etc., UC San Diego 2022
Commentator, American Philosophical Association Pacific Division 2018

Board member, Graphic Designer, UC San Diego Summer Program for Women in Philosophy 2017-22

Volunteer co-instructor, Intro to Psychology, €3 Civic High School, San Diego, CA 2017-18
Volunteer, UC San Diego Summer Program for the Advancement of Women in Philosophy 2015-22
Commentator, 7th Annual Northern Philosophy Graduate Conference, Northern Illinois University 2013
Graduate Colloquium Committee of Northern Illinois University Graduate School 2013
Facilitator, “Bold Futures” Administrative Workshop, Northern Illinois University 2013
Referee, 7th Annual Northern Philosophy Graduate Conference, Northern Illinois University 2013
Referee, 6th Annual Northern Philosophy Graduate Conference, Northern Illinois University 2012
References
Leif Wenar Olive H. Palmer Professor of Humanities, Stanford University

Faculty Director, McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society

Iwenar@stanford.edu

Carissa Carter Academic Director, Hasso Plattner Institute of Design, Stanford University

carissa@dschool.stanford.edu

Dana K. Nelkin ~ Professor of Philosophy, UC San Diego
dnelkin@ucsd.edu
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